A Note From Ms. Helms…
Dear Parents & Students,

     I hope this letter finds you well. As I am sure you all know, report card time is upon us – and I am aware that more than a few parents are not pleased with the grades that were on their student’s progress report last week, especially in my English / Language Arts class. I have given the students an opportunity to make up some missing assignments (for partial credit), as well as opportunities to earn extra credit points. The purpose of writing this letter is to inform you of ways in which you may be able to assist your student at home that may help to improve their grades. 
1) Encourage your student to keep track of their assignments and due dates. You can do this by acquiring a small planner or printing out a blank calendar that they can use to write their assignments in. 

2) Encourage your student to keep all of their assignments together, in their binders, so they don’t lose it. The purpose of asking the students to have a separate binder for my class is so they might be able to easily find their assignments when I ask for them.

3) Encourage them to keep up with their belongings, especially their textbooks. Many students leave their books and binders in my class, which poses a problem when they have homework to do and can’t find their books. They are responsible for their materials, not the instructors.

4) Encourage your student to seek help if they need it – I am available for tutoring after school on Mondays & Tuesdays.

     After doing some thinking, I have come up with a way that students may earn extra credit and also help their fellow students at the same time. I am building a small library so that the students may check out books from me during of after class, free of charge. However, the library would grow much faster with some help from the parents and students. I will now be giving 3 extra credit points per book if the student or parent would like to donate to our little library. Some rules, however: The book must be in good condition (i.e., no tearing, stains or writing in or on the book), and each student is limited to a maximum of 5 books. These books must also be age appropriate as well – if you have any questions about what is appropriate, please contact me before you purchase a book. This will be ongoing throughout the school year. You do not have to purchase a book brand new: I highly recommend Goodwill or Half Price Books for cheap finds. If you can not afford to purchase books, please don’t worry – there will be plenty of opportunity for extra credit throughout the year.
     I have also taken the liberty of making a Wish List for our little library, which you can find on my MySpace site. It is age appropriate, and I encourage parents as well as students (with parental permission) to add me. You may find me using my school email address (chelms@harmonytx.org) – the screen name is “English Teacher Extraordinaire”. You must also know my email address or last name in order to surpass the privacy blocking on my account. This MySpace page IS private, and is specifically for Harmony students, parents and faculty – no persons that are not affiliated with the school in some way will have access.
